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A Retlection From
Our Co-Chairs

Each year, young people come to Sasha Bruce in search of hope,

and for more than 50 years, that hope has been transformed into real,
lasting change for youth in Washington, D.C., and Prince George’s
County. Through access to housing, counseling, and emergency
services, Sasha Bruce not only meets urgent needs but also gives
young people the belief that their future can be different.

What makes Sasha Bruce truly exceptional is not only how it supports
young people through some of their most difficult moments, but how it
helps them build lasting resilience, purpose, and a path forward. Many
leave not only with stability, but with a deep commitment to community
and giving back. This creates a ripple effect that strengthens the next
generation.

At Sasha Bruce Youthwork, we see every day just how urgently
hope is needed. Now more than ever, we must keep that hope alive
for the young people in our community who need it most. Sasha Bruce
doesn’t just provide services, it changes lives, helping young people
believe in themselves, see a future they may have never imagined,
and find the strength and support to build it.

Tonight, you will hear directly from some of the young people who
embody the transformative power of Sasha Bruce Youthwork. These
remarkable individuals will share their journeys and how supporters
like you help Sasha Bruce create pathways to independence.
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About Us

Since 1974, Sasha Bruce Youthwork has stood alongside young
people facing extraordinary challenges, grounded in the belief that
every young person deserves a safe, supportive place to call home.

Resilience is at the heart of our mission. We walk with youth through
instability and hardship, supporting their growth, healing, and
transformation. We know that homelessness is not an identity; it is a
moment in time. With the right support, that moment can give way to
hope and a future filled with possibility.

In our region, thousands of young people experience homelessness
or housing instability each year, often driven by the high cost of living
and lack of accessible housing.

Even amid shifting federal priorities and funding uncertainties, our
commitment remains unshaken. We will continue to advocate for young
people and deliver the services they rely on to survive and thrive.

With your help, we are building pathways from crisis to stability, and
from resilience to brilliance, one young person at a time.

Our Vision
Our vision is a community in which young people and families have
access to the opportunities and services they need to succeed.

Our Mission

Our mission is to enhance the lives of youth who run away, experience
homelessness, abuse, and/or neglect along with their families in

the Washington, DC metro area. Our objectives are to transform the
systems that these young people are part of, to promote community, to
foster connections and to nurture healthy relationships.
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Our Story

In 1974, Deborah Shore started a small but powerful effort in the
basement of Christ Church in Georgetown to support young people
experiencing homelessness. Two years later, the organization became
Sasha Bruce Youthwork, named in memory of Sasha Bruce, a young
woman devoted to helping others. Her spirit continues to inspire our
work.

We opened Sasha Bruce House in 1977, the first and only youth
emergency shelter in the District at the time. Since then, we’ve grown
into a network of 27+ programs offering housing, family strengthening,
life skills, mental health care, education, workforce readiness, and more,
creating spaces like Olaiya’s Cradle for pregnant and parenting youth,
the Independent Living programs for young adults.

In recent years, we’ve deepened our focus on prevention. We opened
the Barracks Row Drop-In Center in 2012, followed by Promise Place in
Prince George’s County in 2013. In 2021, we launched Thrive House,
expanding innovative models for housing and rapid support. Most
recently, in 2023, we introduced the Resilience Project, a direct cash
transfer initiative, and were selected by the Department of Health and
Human Services to lead youth homelessness prevention efforts in
Prince George’s County.

From basement beginnings to community-wide impact, your support
has made it possible to walk alongside young people with care,

creativity, and unwavering resolve.

Resilience takes root when we rise together.



by Sasha Bruce Youth Poet Eugene Thompson

Jackie Bush and Josh Raymond

Nate Oleson

Debby Shore, Flo White, Joshua Keeton, and Pinky Killacorn
in conversation with Emmy Award—Winning NBC4 Anchor
Molette Green.

Pinky Killacorn performs alongside Too Much Talent Band

The SBY Leadership Award: Flo White
The SBY Rising Star Award: Joshua Keeton
The SBY Youth Empowerment Award: Pinky Killacorn
The SBY Community Service Award: Conner Brown & Houston Pingley

The SBY Sustained Philanthropy Award: Jim & Phyllis Bruyette

Michael Bonini to support SBY youth services



The Talent

TOO MUGH

TALENT BAND

Founded in 2017 by Sterling Anderson and James N Berry
Il, Too Much Talent Band brings an electrifying mix of Hip-
Hop, R&B, Pop, Soul, Funk, and Jazz to every performance.
Known for their incredible musicianship and dynamic
energy, the band features some of the DMV'’s finest talent,
including the legendary Dwight “King Sax” Washington.
Whether playing a wedding, concert, or community

event, Too Much Talent creates unforgettable, feel-good
experiences that get everyone moving.




Flo White

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Leadership Award

Flo White’s journey is a powerful testament to resilience
and leadership. After leaving home at 17 and experiencing
housing instability, she found support at Sasha Bruce
Youthwork’s Drop-In Center, where she now serves as

a Case Manager. As both a trusted support for young
people and a founding member of The Curb Youth
Advisory Council, Flo uses her lived experience to
advocate for others and help shape a more responsive,
compassionate system of care.



Joshua Keeton

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Rising Star Award

Joshua Keeton is an emerging leader whose commitment to
uplifting others is rooted in his own journey. After receiving
support at Promise Place in Prince George’s County, Joshua
secured stable housing and became an active member of
The Curb Youth Advisory Council. Today, he channels his
passion into mentoring youth as a basketball coach and
community advocate, inspiring others to believe in their
potential.



10

Houston Pingley

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Community Service Award

Houston Pingley’s journey reflects strength, growth, and
a deep commitment to personal transformation. After
overcoming substance use challenges, he is now focused
on his education and building a stable future while
residing at Sasha Bruce Youthwork’s Philip Reid House.
Through his dedication and positive outlook, Houston
inspires those around him and embodies the power of
second chances.



Conner Brown

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Community Service Award

Conner Brown exemplifies resilience and determination.
After experiencing homelessness and involvement with the
justice system, he is now focused on building a stable and
positive future. Recently moving into permanent supportive
housing, Conner continues to demonstrate growth,
perseverance, and a commitment to giving back; reminding
us that new beginnings are always possible.
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Pinky Killacorn

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Youth Empowerment Award

Pinky Killacorn is a dynamic artist, advocate, and proud
Sasha Bruce Youthwork alumna. Through her creative voice
and lived experience, she empowers young people to heal,
express themselves, and grow. Today, Pinky gives back by
leading music therapy at Bruce House, creating safe and
inspiring spaces for youth to explore their creativity and
build confidence.
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Jim & Phyllis
Bruyette

2026 - Winner

The Sasha Bruce Youthwork
Sustained Philanthropy Award

Jim and Phyllis Bruyette are dedicated champions of

Sasha Bruce Youthwork, whose generosity and personal
commitment have made a lasting impact. From transformative
investments to creating meaningful experiences for young
people, like outings to Great Falls and pumpkin patch visits,

the Bruyettes lead with both heart and action. Their steadfast
support continues to strengthen our mission and expand
opportunities for the youth we serve. 13



Featured
Auction Items

Bid generously and take home something unforgettable! Our
auction features both Live and Silent items, with all proceeds
directly supporting our mission. Silent Auction items are available
for online bidding throughout the event. Live Auction items can
only be won during the live portion of the evening, so get ready
to raise your paddle!

. Beachfront villa, Puerto Escondido, Mexico
« Four works by artists Lou Stovall and Di Bagley Stovall

» Exclusive Asian-Italian dinner with Chef Sophie Wang and
Chef Michael Leonard in your own home

« Golf Day and lunch at River Bend (Great Falls)

+ New York Jewelery designer Briony Raymond’s debut
fragrance

« Two premium tickets to see the Washington Capitals at
Capital One Arena — Just six rows from the glass!

» Four Baltimore Ravens Tickets
« Two Round-Trip Flights with Southwest Airlines

« And more unique gifts and experiences!

Start Biddin


https://pro.gofundme.com/live/auction/2026-benefit-auction/eec1568f-8fd4-49a9-8a44-5add71953713
https://pro.gofundme.com/live/auction/2026-benefit-auction/eec1568f-8fd4-49a9-8a44-5add71953713

With Gratitude to Our
Generous Sponsors

Family Reunification
Champion

The Ann Jordan Family
Ed James & Katherine Kinsella

#HomesNotStreets
Advocate

Major McKinley Lewis
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Drop-In Centers
Sustainer

MED | Developers
BAEGIS

Jill Zuckman
Sherri Rossoff and Ben Chevat
Heideh Shahmoradi
Donna Greenfield
Saudah Ahmad
Thomas & Hillary Baltimore

George Walker, Cyrus Walker & Carolyn Niles

Youth Empowerment
Champion

Michael Mandel & Sherry Haber

Carehrst



Workforce and
Education Mentor

Mary Ann Wagner
Nelson-Mehta Family Fund
Lisa Wardell
Elizabeth & George Stevens
Peter Kovler & Judy Lansing Kovler

Joshua & Lisa Raymond

FLUOR® ‘ DLA PIPER

dr]icgl?egrrﬁj &= Microsoft

Vinagr., FedEx

Express
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Health & Lifestyle
Promoter

Carrie Ross & Marvourneen Dolor
Irving Impact Fund
Natasha Cavanaugh Charitable Fund
Reba McGinnis
Bradley Knox
Adrienne Tilton
Deborah & Charles Both

Anthony Welters
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Benefit Supporter

Tamica Biggs
Vonya Mccann
Andrea Mitchell
Jim & Phyllis Bruyette
Joanne Dowdell
Jonice Gray
Kate Hallahan
Rosanne Skirble & Daniel Klein
yoaN

DC WHITSONS'
Culinary Group

FLIGHT CLUB aXiNN
Ta t t e SILVER MIRROR

FACIAL BAR

BAKERY & C

i HilRag - BB - B, - FASAN

Total FPWine

SPIRITS - BEER & MORE
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With Gratitude to Our
In-Kind Donors

AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
All Fired Up
Anne Esposito / AEGIS
Arena Stage
Ballet Petite
Blerta Picari
Baltimore Ravens
Blu Water Day Spa & Salon
Blues Alley
Briony Raymond
Catherine Sheehan Bruno
Chef Davide Martins
Chef Sophie Wang and Chef Michael Leonard
Christophe Bakery (Boulangerie Christophe)
Circle Yoga Cooperative
Conrad Washington, DC
Cowbell Seafood and Oyster
Davida Alumbaugh
DC Brau Brewing Company
Di Bagley Stovall
East City Bookshop



With Gratitude to Our
In-Kind Donors

Edgar James & Kathy Kinsella
Folger Theatre
Golf My Future My Game (Craig Kirby)
Grace Studios
Jose Andres Group and Zaytinya
KM Studios
Major McKinley Lewis
Maple Adams-Krygier
Morenike Moroof-Mustapha
Mosaic Theater
Quince Blossom Ridge (Bespoke Botanicals)
Release Physical Therapy
River Bend Country Club (Chris Treanor)
Rooted by Nina
Rosewood Hotel
Season 52
Signature Theatre
Silver Mirror Facial Bar
Southwest Airlines
Total Wine
TuSuva Spa
Wayne Hoffman (via Eileen Hoffman)
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) SASHA BRUCE
@YOUTHWORK

STRONGER YOUTH & STRONGER COMMUNITIES

Your Gift Changes Lives
Click to Give

Sasha Bruce Youthwork
741 8th St SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 675-9340 | info@sashabruce.org
sashabruce.org

Federal Tax ID: 52-1006486

©2026. All rights reserved.


https://give.sashabruce.org/event/sasha-bruce-benefit-2026/e752844

